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Kristine Wallace Assignment #1

Part la . i CAPS
Theréﬁ so many stories that I encountered in this book that made an impact on me for so many reasons but I
chose the story by Roger Donlon for the simple fact that it made the ARGEST impact on me. We have in
the narrative an individual that was thrown into a war that, although he had great training, was working with
a group of individuals that he could not completely trust. He had the small inf@strucmre, than th@ngs ’r
than the North Vietnamese Strike Force which he could only trust a small percentage of(which was
unfortunate from the fact that so many people were being relocated at this point, it was impossible for the fTWK
Americans to know who the infiltrators were and who were actually on the American side).

What caught my attention most was the fact that he was trying to deal with all of these individuals that could
KLM@ST be trusted but not quite so. Donlon went into this with full trust and that unfortunately was not the
case. They were fired upon not only by the enemy but also by at Ieasﬂ half the people on the perimeter that
were supposed to be protecting them. wet vea [y

Donlon goes on to speak of his compassion for the people in his unit, specifically Pop Alamo and John
Houston. The saddest line I believe I read refereed to Houston’s wife having given birth to twin children.
Because of the prematurity of the birth (which could most definitely be ,a’causa)fraﬁ( the'fathers death),one of
the children died. Donlon’s line of “casualties of war go far beyond the immediate battlefield” (pg.15)
resorates such a feeling that Donlon understands, as should many, that it is not just the soldiers in the field
itself but so many others end up experiencing the pain and suffering that had occurred.

I believe Donlon to be a credible and apt party in his narrative, not only because he experienced the situation
but that after so many years he can still account for everything with a sensible head. He is now a grandfather,
living on a Kansas home with still a sense of pride for the American public. This I feel was represented in the
red, white and blue birdhouse outside his homm_pmmpliﬁed in many ways, and this
was one small reminder. rwh M. ® b dgeer iy wilese
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Malcolm\%r_owne wrote a narrative on his experiences in the war and the Buddhist people he came into
contaclthfotigh the war, The reason I found this disappointing was the fact that the Buddhist Monk ended up

burning himselfdn effigy)Although, I realize that he and the other people that Was with had their reasons, I
do not feel like burning yourself would do anything to stop a war., This is why'\I found this story
disappointing. Browne, I felt, wrote a really good narrative but the\&%iat a person would go to such
lengths to protest something is a very Eard concept for me to ?nderstan Nk T DD e A }’""
‘\\?\ ' S-«.vt,nue-}-a., 'h'r""("/*_
Although I ended on the negative,@)m also going to look at the positive point to this issue. The monk (and

his fellow compatriot) had obvious reasons for doing what they did. They did not want a communist take bl 7

over and they did not want war. They simply wanted peace and although this is not the way I would go about ;
trying to achieve this, they had their reasons. Buddhist Monks are known for their way of life including i
compassion, love and to live life with a moralistic ideal. So, I am guessing that they felt was their best way to ::'

make an impression, even as extreme as it was. L g8 P
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